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The MA Program in Archaeology in English
Head of the program: Prof. Dani Nadel
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The MA Program in Archaeology in English (Masters of Arts in Humanities, the Department
of Archaeology) opened in October 2014 and is unique in providing the possibility to
complete all course work in one year, during three consecutive semesters (including a
summer semester). The program includes lecture courses, laboratory work, workshops,
campuses, excursions and field work. Participants will specialize in prehistory in general and
the prehistory and ecology of Mt. Carmel in particular.

The combination of inter-disciplinary courses and field courses encompasses research
subjects and provides the necessary quality of training required for research archaeologists.
There are 14 credited courses and two without credits. Students will spend a total of 13 days
on field campuses of three days each in the Negev and Galilee, a concentrated field campus
of five days, including excavation / survey / workshops in Mount Carmel, and two daylong
field trips. During the field campuses, workshops and seminars, students will be able to focus
on a specific topic within the curriculum.

The studies consists of 36 obligatory Israeli credits (track B, without a thesis), and 32
obligatory Israeli credits (track A, with a thesis). In addition, students without enough
background in archaeology may be required to take up to three additional courses in their
first year, according to their previous studies. Such courses will not be credited within the 36
or 32 credits. Supervision and personalized tutorials will be provided to students pursuing
the thesis option. Track A students will accomplish their studies in two years (including
course work and a thesis). Track B students will have to pass a final written exam.



The writing, submission and review of the research thesis will be according to university
guidelines for the M.A. degree.

Program objectives

The program has three objectives. The first is to train students in prehistoric archaeology
with an emphasis on practical experience (field and laboratory), and human ecology in Mt.
Carmel through the millennia. The second is to teach students how to use a wide range of
analytical tools in order to evaluate archaeological data and test anthropological theories.
The third is to provide Israeli and international students with a stimulating environment,
enhancing mutual interaction and exchange of ideas and approaches, with opportunities to
broaden horizons and global perspectives related to prehistoric archaeology.

Admission Requirements & Prerequisites

¢ Accredited BA degree in archaeology, the humanities, natural or exact sciences; diploma
and transcript.

¢ A minimum of 3.0 GPA, 76% or equivalent (track B), 80% or equivalent (track A).

e TOEFL scores (if native language is not English or candidates have not previously studied
at an institution of higher education where the language of instruction is English). A
minimum of 570 (paper-based test), 230 (computer-based test) or 89 (internet-based
test).

e Aninterview.

¢ Two letters of recommendation from relevant academic faculty members.

e Curriculum Vitae/Résumé.

e Copy of a valid passport & six passport-sized photos.

e Personal statement (500-750 words).

¢ Medical forms.

Academic Prerequisites

Students who have not completed an undergraduate degree in archaeology or anthropology
will be required to successfully complete the following introductory courses before the first
semester of the program:

e Introduction to Anthropology/Archaeology
e Introduction to Quantitative Analysis/Basic Statistics
Students with a B.A. degree not in archaeology or anthropology may be required to take

complementary courses; these will be decided upon by the Head of the M.A. department
committee and the Chair of the department.

List of courses (names of lecturers may change)

Course Credits | Type Lecturer
Archaeology in the Holy Land (+ 2 field trips) 2 course Dr. Shai Bar

Near Eastern prehistory 2 course Dr. Danny Rosenberg
Prehistory course 2 course Prof. Daniel Kaufman
Introduction to lithic technology 2 workshop Dr. Yossi Zaidner




Advanced lithic technology 2 workshop Dr. Ron Shimelmitz

Geo-archaeology, Archaeo-zoology, 6 Each year 3 out of | Prof. Alexander Tsatskin,

Archaeo-botany, Physical anthropology 5 courses will be Prof. Guy Bar-Oz, Dr.

Practical osteology given Reuven Yeshurun, Dr. Lior
Weissbrod

Negev campus 2 3 field days Prof. Dani Nadel

Galilee campus 2 3 field days Dr. Danny Rosenberg

Mount Carmel campus 4 workshop, 5 days | Prof. Mina Evron

Human ecology in the Levant 4 seminar Prof. Guy Bar-Oz

Selected topics in prehistory 4 seminar Prof. Mina Evron

The prehistoric Mount Carmel and the Galilee | 4 seminar Prof. Dani Nadel

Department seminar 0 Department teachers

Quantitative analysis and statistics 0 To be determined

Total 36

Course Descriptions

Archaeology in the Southern Levant

This course is an introduction to the archaeology of the Southern Levant, with an emphasis
on the Biblical and later periods, including the Chalcolithic period, the Early, Middle and Late
Bronze Ages, the Iron Age, the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods, and the Islamic and
Medieval periods. This course includes two field trips to some of the most well-known
archaeological sites in Israel. Possible locations include Jerusalem, the Israel Museum, Tel
Megiddo, Tel Hazor and Caesarea.

Near Eastern Prehistory

This course is an introduction to the prehistoric cultures of the Near East. It will provide an
outline of research history and the major periods and cultures, from the Lower Palaeolithic
through the Pottery Neolithic. Major sites and typical finds will be discussed.

Advances in Prehistoric Research
This is a course devoted to selected topics in current global prehistoric research. Among the
topics to be discussed will be architecture, burial customs, site organization and subsistence.

Introduction to Lithic Technology: Workshop

This is an introductory workshop focusing on the fundamentals of flint knapping research.
Major trends in lithic research will be discussed, with a focus on flint technologies from the
Lower Palaeolithic to the Neolithic. The workshop will consist of hands-on classes where
students will examine archaeological specimens.

Advanced Lithic Technology: Workshop

This is an advanced workshop focusing on the analysis of lithic assemblages. During the
workshop students will knap flint and analyze archaeological lithic assemblages.
Prerequisite: Introduction to Lithic Technology.

Geoarchaeology
This is a course devoted to the fundamentals of geological research in archaeological sites.
Case studies, research methods and techniques will be discussed.

Archaeozoology



The goal of this course is to provide students with the theoretical background and practical
expertise needed for the analysis of animal remains from archaeological sites. A wide range
of anthropological and ecological approaches commonly applied in archaeozoological
research will be discussed, including hunter-gatherer subsistence, animal domestication and
early urban economics.

Archaeobotany

This course will review major topics in archaeobotanical research including macrobotanical
analysis, palynology and phytoliths. Classes and laboratory sessions will focus on sampling,
processing, analysis and interpretation of archaeobotanical remains. Emphasis will be given
to palaeoenvironmental reconstructions and human impact on the ancient environment.
Students will have an opportunity to acquire hands-on experience in laboratory procedures
relating to the currently researched prehistoric sites.

Physical Anthropology

This course is designed to provide students with an overview of physical anthropology and
the evolution of mankind. Recent developments in the fields of primate research, hominin
anatomical development and modern and ancient DNA studies and their implications for
understanding the origins of our species will be discussed.

Practical Osteology

This is a practicum in identification techniques and analytical procedures of vertebrate
remains (bones, antlers, teeth, etc.). Students will acquire the skills to identify skeletal parts
of humans and diverse animal species, using comparative osteological collections and
fragmented archaeological remains.

Mount Carmel Field Campus: Workshop

The Mount Carmel Field Campus is the highlight of the program. Students will spend five
days studying and interpreting prehistoric sites in several ecological settings representing
different prehistoric periods. Specific attention will be given to issues of reconstructing past
environments and human adaptations. Aspects of cultural heritage, preservation and
conservation will be discussed. Students will participate in activities that include excavation
and/or survey work, sorting and documentation of finds, analysis of lithic and faunal remains
and other activities related to actual archaeological research.

Negev Field Campus

Students will spend three days in the Negev desert studying and interpreting prehistoric
sites in several ecological settings, representing different prehistoric periods. Specific
attention will be given to issues of reconstructing past arid environments and human
adaptations. Aspects of cultural heritage, preservation and conservation will be discussed.

Galilee Field Campus

Students will spend three days in the Galilee studying and interpreting prehistoric sites in
several ecological settings representing different prehistoric periods. Specific attention will
be given to issues of reconstructing past environments and human adaptations. Aspects of
cultural heritage, preservation and conservation will be discussed.



Department Seminar

Students are required to participate in the department seminar, held once a week for two
semesters. Lectures will be given on a wide range of topics with a focus on archaeological
case studies representing a range of archaeological periods and a variety of scientific
methodologies.

Human Ecology in the Levant: Seminar

This seminar will review a wide range of topics bearing on human-environment interactions
in prehistory. We will attempt to address fundamental issues such as the impact of past
climate change on biological and cultural development and the role of early human societies
in environmental change in the Levant. Each student will write a seminar paper, either on a
theoretical topic or on finds analyzed by him/her (with individual supervision, if needed).

Selected Topics in Prehistory: Seminar

This is a seminar devoted to one prehistoric research topic or period. Topics may vary from
year to year. Each student will write a seminar paper, either on a theoretical topic or on
finds analyzed by him/her (with individual supervision, if needed).

Prehistoric Mount Carmel and the Galilee: Seminar

This seminar is devoted to the prehistory of Mount Carmel and the Galilee, the academic
highlight of the program. Aspects to be discussed include different periods and sites, human
adaptations to changing environments and recent research. Each student will write a
seminar paper, either on a theoretical topic or on finds analyzed by him/her (with individual
supervision, if needed).

Quantitative analysis and statistics

A course dedicated to the fundamentals of quantitative and statistical analysis, with an
emphasis on archaeology. Students will exercise basic methods of quantitative and statistical
analyses.



